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THE federal government must help find the best site for a desalination plant on the
Eyre Peninsula, Senator Rex Patrick says, amid worries about a current proposal’s
environmental effects. 
 
The independent MP has written to Liberal senator Simon Birmingham calling for
action to help find a better site for the contentious plant, planned for Billy Lights
Point at Proper Bay, Port Lincoln. 
 
SA Water last month announced the area was its preferred location for the plant, to
help supply water across the peninsula.
 
But the proposal has sparked concern among some local businesses and fishermen
who are worried about the plant’s proximity to Boston and Proper bays and mussel-
farming operations. 
 
They say the bays’ sheltered environments will make it too difficult to dilute
hypersaline water pumped out of the plant, which could threaten marine life. 
 
They have also been backed by Flinders University oceanographer Jochen Kaempf,
who said the site was the “worst choice of location” in the region. 
 
Through Freedom of Information laws, Senator Patrick uncovered a 2021 report on
groundwater pumping from the Uley Basin, showing an unsustainable amount of
water extraction. 
 
In his letter, Senator Patrick says SA Water conducted a “sham” site selection when
it chose Proper Bay, “a site that will negatively impact local fisheries and tourism”. 
 
Senator Patrick said the “shallow analysis” was demonstrated in several ways,
including by one site, Point Boston, not being favoured because of abalone and
oyster operations – but he said those were inland hatcheries, and should not be
affected. 
 
Federal funding would help ensure the best site was picked, he said. 
 
SA Water general manager of sustainable infrastructure Amanda Lewry said the
organisation selected Billy Lights Point from 20 sites, saying it referred to advice
from 25 experts, with more consultation under way. 
 
It says the project will be designed to avoid affecting marine life. 



 
Senator Birmingham was contacted for comment.
 


