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Growing coastal carbon benefits
“Developing blue-carbon projects presents us with multiple benefits, from significant sequestration opportunities, to strengthened resilience
of our precious coastline, to habitat restoration for nationally threatened species as well as new economic opportunities.”

Four research projects will strengthen the evidence base, while a $1.2m partnership with The Nature Conservancy and the COmON
Foundation will restore up to 2000ha of wetlands across Gulf St Vincent and Spencer Gulf. This will be one of the first coastal wetland
restoration projects funded under the Commonwealth Emissions Reduction Fund’s new blue-carbon methodology.

It will also help to establish a blue-carbon credit scheme, which will provide an extra financial incentive for revegetation. Oceans program
director for The Nature Conservancy Dr Chris Gillies said he had high hopes for sustainable financing of wetland protection.

“SA is a leader in this area,” Dr Gillies said.

“If successful, this model could be applied globally and contribute significantly to reducing emissions worldwide.”

COmON Foundation chief executive officer John Loudon said coastal wetlands – consisting of mangroves, seagrasses and salt marshes –
“absorb and store carbon at concentrations up to four times greater than terrestrial forests and provide countless benefits for biodiversity
and local livelihoods”. “They protect coastal communities from flooding and are nursery areas which support commercial fisheries,” he said.

“We are particularly excited to see the potential to restore mangrove wetlands in South Australia’s unique and biodiverse gulf estuary
systems.”

Previous research has found SA has more than one million hectares of seagrass, close to 20,000ha of tidal saltmarsh and 16,420ha of
mangroves. That adds up to 1.12 million hectares of blue-carbon ecosystems.

Dr Alice Jones, of the University of Adelaide, is analysing soil cores to improve carbon maps for the Green Adelaide area. Flinders University
marine biology professor Sabine Dittmann found reintroducing tidal flows to one pond in the Dry Creek salt field worked well and will now
put a dollar value on tidal flows.

“The seaward sections of the salt field north of St Kilda, which are mostly on Crown land, are especially suitable for introducing tidal flow,
which could provide substantial carbon offset opportunities,” Prof Dittmann said.


