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Bob Brown leads blitz on Tasmanian
farmed salmon industry

Bob Brown is taking on the $1bn salmon industry, hiring a dedicated campaigner to lead a
forestry-style campaign, including protest, market, consumer and legal action.

The former Greens leader and veteran conservationist told The Weekend Australian the new
campaign by his foundation would aim to drive salmon production from his state’s waterways
and on to land.

“There is a need to be demonstrative to tackle the three fish companies on their current
performance and the fouling of the oceans that is occurring,” Dr Brown said.

“They are going to have to answer for what they are doing – the fish farmers themselves,
through to Woolworths and Coles, backed by (salmon farm certifiers including) the RSPCA.

“We will be taking them all on and letting Australians know that this industry is
environmentally destructive in the way it is currently configured.

“It’s appalling that RSPCA is endorsing the destruction of natural ecosystems (on) which a
whole range of wildlife lives and depends.”

The Bob Brown Foundation, which Dr Brown said had a turnover of $3m and 17 staff, is
quickly establishing itself as force in the environment movement, with a direct-action
approach and willingness to engage lawyers.
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Its entry into the salmon debate will create further headaches for an industry whose
opponents to date have been mostly small or community-based groups, less capable of
mounting disruptive protests and court action.

It comes amid heightened focus on the limitations of salmon farm certification schemes and a
takeover tussle for Huon Aquaculture, in which shareholder Andrew Forrest has advocated
environmental improvements and a shift to land-based operations.

The industry has faced a recent campaign by a diverse group of high-profile Australians –
from businessman Geoffrey Cousins to writer Richard Flanagan – as it continues to expand in
Tasmania’s coastal waters.

Salmon growers argue most of the criticism is uninformed, alarmist or based on outdated
information, and that aquaculture represents a sustainable means of addressing rising global
demand for protein.

The RSPCA and other salmon certifiers have defended their programs as resulting in real
animal welfare and environmental improvements, despite criticism in a WWF report that has
led Woolworths to “closely review” the issue.

Dr Brown said he had first-hand experience of the industry’s impacts in southern Tasmania,
where he lives near Cygnet with partner Paul Thomas.

He said this included noise and light pollution from “24/7” fish farm operations and pollution
of waterways from fish pens, causing algal blooms and impacts on wild fish stocks.

The foundation would set up a telephone hotline for the public to report mistreatment of
seals, against which fish farm staff are allowed to use “bean bag bullets” and explosive
“crackers”.

Newly appointed foundation fish farm campaigner Rebecca Howarth said the group would
take a “more feisty and direct” campaigning approach.
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“There will be a range of tactics … to put the salmon industry, the government and retailers on
notice,” she said.

“We will be taking a stand for the voiceless – the marine life – and setting out to protect the
public commons for the Tasmanian people.”

MATTHEW DENHOLM, TASMANIA CORRESPONDENT
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